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YES MARTHA, THERE IS A WOODHOPPER

July 3rd marked the first flight of the
Populgr Mechanics Weodhopper, Murber 33 in
the long Fine of flying machines designed,
built and flown by John Chotia. After a
brainstorming session with editors of
Pooulay Mecharics Magazine while at the
E920 EAA Oshkosh show, Jokn set out to
design and huild a low cost airplane using
readily available matertal and sirple but
praven constyuction fechniques.

the resuit was a delightful blend of the
medern and the traditional -- a nostalaic
all wood tail dragger sporting a wire-
braced 32 ool wing and tail feathers
reminiscent of the Wright Brothers era.

I tractor-mounted enqgine, two axis control
system and ample dihedral combine to make
the Woodhopper a stable vet responsive
flyer, the ideal formula for an ultralight
aomebuilt. Weighing in at a feathery 149
aounds, the Woodhopper is foot launchable
and wWwill fall under the FAA's proposed 155
lb. weight restriction for ultralights.
Top srade wood spars are teamed with fiber-
glass capped styrofoam ribs to form the
lightweiqght but in¢credibly strong wing and
tail surfaces. which are then covered with
seconite using the time honored dope and
fabric method. The fuselage bhoom is a
hefiy spruce spar reinforced with fiber-
giass and plywood sheeting.

affectionatel ¥y dubbed "Big Bird" by the
Weedhopper flight testing team, the all
yellow airplane was rolled out of the
hangagr on a silken July evening for the
first of a series of flight tests. After
a2 skitierish high speed taxi test downm
the strip (it's a typical tail dragger),
«test pilot John Chotia poured the coal
to the 46QC powered craft and rolled

a scant /5 feel before 1ifting off into
i perfect sky. After a few preliminary
solo passes for the camera, the Uood-
hopper was ioined by a pair of Weed-
hopoers for some formation flying. The
new airp:ane demonstrated an excellent
ciimk rate, so good in fact that tre
Weedhoppers were hard pressed to keep
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up! After 45 minutes of effortless,

hands-off flying, John eased the Big

2ird into an appreach glide at 2% mph
indicated airspeed and greased her on
in a near perfect three point and a
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Further flight tests have proved the Wood-
hopper to be an outstanding performer,
with a rate of climb exceeding 400 fpm
[that's at 4500 feet above sea lTevel!)
and extremely stable control response.
Although the prototype Woodhopper is
powered by the 460 engine, the airplane
will fly nicely on as 1ittle as 15 horse-
power , especially at lower elevations.
The budget conscious builder/mechanic
should be able to scrounge an engine for
the Woodhopper for $20 and a pat on the
back at the local Junkyard.

The Woodhopper was displayed at {Oshkosh
'Y and is slated for the front cover and
a feature story in the November issue of
Pcoular Mechanics. Plans for the plane
Wwill be available through Weedhopper of
Utah, Inc. for 350 beginning November 15th.
With an estimated cost and construction
time of under $500 and 250 hours respec-
tively, the Noodhopper promises to be a
welcome ultralight/homebuilt hybeid for a
market now overpopulated with ultra-expen-
sive airplanes.
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"C" MODEL WEEDHOQPPERS FLYIWNG

Production of the "C" Model Weedhopper

is well urderway, arnd local dealers will
soon be flying and stocking the new planes.
The completely pre-fabricated "package”
[no lanaer a kit-built airplane) is amaz-
ingly easy to assenble. The first pro-
guction lTine "C" Model was built by a
cestomer 1n 8 Rpurs with no instructigns!
Eaob Bell, of nearby Randolph, Uta®, built
his plane on Saturday, broke-in the erngine
Sunday morning and flew Sunday afterncon.
We do provide instructions, incidentaltly,
but Bob was Tn a hurry. “

Thts latest edition of the Weedhopper has
remained true to TE°% performance specs.
during fl1ight testing, with improved

control response, increased rate of climb

and faster rolt rate than the popular "B"

Model., Im the ultraligkt business since
975, Weedhopper is getting older - - and

bEEﬁEr:

—_— i ™ m — — -

-

—— ] — T

[ - — _ —_— ——
——m e e b,

— a1

- F3 - — — LE

e - - — — — - - - =
f— =1 - - -

Pifod Jonn Craildia shown Landing

IR I TR

at "The depdpaica® Ax
PO model heedbhoppan,

Ld Qe

MIEUNT CARBURETURS NOW STANDARD EGUIPMENT

Mikuni carburetors will soon be standard
equipment on all "C" Model Weedhoppers.
After months of negotiation, we have con-
tracted with a supplier for these teriffic
carburetors. The Mikunis, standard equip-
ment on most Japanese motorcyles, provide
the Chotia 460 engine with smoother throttie
response throweghout the power band, espec-
iakly at lTower settings and idle.
the fixed jet, stide valve carbs yield
steady power and a cleaner exhaust from sea
level to 10,000 feet.

Iln flight,

NEZDHOPPER COMNTEST WINMES ANHOUKCED

The Needhopper Flight Training Center hes
been officially christened "The Weed-
patch.”™ The nare was selected from among
dezens submitted in the "Hame the Field"
contest anmounced in the June newsletter.
Scott Gardmer, a Weedhopper owner fror
S>an Jose, Californiz, sent in the winming
entry. 5Scott recently purchegsed a used
"A" Model Weedhopper bearing serial 2C00&,
the very first complete Weedvopper kit ever
shipped back in 1978, Quite 2 coincidence!
For his effort, Scott will receive a krard
new "C" Model Weedhopper in the bax, readw
for assembly. An award presentation will
be held at "The “Weedpatch" soon. Conavatula-
Ti1ons, to Scott, and trhanks to all those «to
submiftted names in the conlest.

THE HARKETPLACE By George Sftrothrer

Yice President in chayrge of Marketing

Tre biggest news from the Weedhopper
Marketing Departmeni this surmer, apart
from the new "C" Model of course, 15 the
ppening of our Dealer Training iventer &t
the flight center in Plain City, Uizh.

ATl Weedhopper dealers are required to
attend ouy one week, B0 hour dealer
seminar. In addition to the expected
classes in marketing, maintesance, engine
rebuilding, etc., the major emphasis 15
cn flight training and the operation of

a flight training center.

Hot only will your local Weedhopper

dealer come home flying better than he

has ever flown before, he will also return
with all cof the information he needs o
establish a 1low cost flight training
program in your aread.

Soon, at modest cost, vou will be able to
enroll in a basic ground school including
classroom instruction in basic aeradynamics,
AR requirements for ultralights, readying
of sectional charts and micrometeoralogy.

You'll also receive "Hands on™ training in
the new Weedhopper flighi simulator followed
by instruction in a fully opevational bWeed-
hopper aircraftt at a dealer near wou. HWatch
for wour local dedler's ads on this exciting
new courset
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Weedhopper factory vepresentatives recently
returned from the annual EAA fly-in at
Oshkosh, Wiscensin., The ultraligrt con-
tingent at the show nas grown steadily 1in
the last few wears, and a number of new
B1tralights were on hand at this year's
chow. Both the "C" Eodel Weedhopper and the
new HWecdhopper were on display at the big -
event. John Chotia, founder and president
of Weedhopper, did not attend this year's
fly-in, choosing instead to remain at our
Utat factory and work on a4 new atrcraft
scheduled for intreoduction soon.

WEEDHOPPER FLY-IK CAMCELLELD

A premier fly-in scheduled for the new.
Weedhopper flight center in Plain Lity,
Utah Sepiember 228 through Ociober 4 has
been cancelled. Lack of interest and
support from the Ultralight manufacturers
community prompt the canceilation. Appar-
ently, the long hoil surmer on the airshow
circutit has cooled the enthusiasm of our
competitors -- understandably. We'll
re-group and see if we can set up a Weed-
happer fly-in at a later date.

WEEDHGPPER FATALITY

The summer was marred by the tragic death of
Jotn Barnard, the intermountain distributor
for Weedhopper of Utah, lnc. The accident
accurred at the flight center in Plain City,
Utah. Barnard's family will continue to
gperate the Weedhopper distributorship
through Transpair Inc., headquartered 1in
Fowler, Colorado. The following accident
report, based on interviews with eyewitnesses
ta the crash, was released to the press:

"The pilot did a voluntary stall and
dove vertical 150 to 200 feet uwnder full
power. Estimated speed was 8C-80 M.P.H.,
aupted maximun ved Tine speed for the Weed-
hopper is 50 M.P.H. The pilot then entered
an abrupt pullout and overstressed the wing.
The right wing trailing edge buckled under
1oad, severely distorting the right wing.

The plane was approximateiy 30° nose
down when the wing bent. The plane then
entered a flat right turn about 1/2 to 3/4
rotation, while the nose dropped and then
it dove approximately 1C0-150 feet into a
spiral dive., The plane was nearly veriical

cn impact.
This is clearly a case of pilot ervor.

Speed was purposely allowed to build te
160% to 180% of the factory 1imit. This
allowed excess stress to be placed on the

Wwings." -

FAA PROZ0SES NEW REGULAT IONS
By: George Strother

As yvou may know, the FAA has released their
long awaited Notice of Proposed Rule Making
{NPRM) for operating requirements for ultra-
light aircraft. Unfortunately, this pro-
posal was writien long ago and the suggested
weight Timit is now out of date, The basic
premise behind the 155 1b. {790 kg.) weight
limit (as stated by the FAA in the Federal
Pegister, Monday, July 27, 1T981] was ta
bring U.S. rules into agreement with prevail-
ing international rules and to establish a
weight that would nof make an impact on

U.5. manufacturers.

At the time the rule was written this inform-
ation was essentiFiFycorrect; however, in
the interim the weight of almost all ultra-
1ights has increased above this Iimit to

220 1bs. (100 kg.].

B Timit of 155 1bs. would require a major
re-design for the majority of ultralights
cerrently in production, UWhile Weedhopper

‘could easilty meet this new desigm reguire-

ment, many ultralight manufacturers could
not afford to re-design and re-tool.
This would create a major financial hard-

"ship on nearly all ultralight compamies

and force many to close their doors.
Further, companies who attempt to comply

may be forced to compromise the structural

inteqrity of their gircraft in the
interest of lighter weight. The reduc-
tions in weight from current designs

waould also force manufacturers to beild

to two weight limits in order to

compete in international markets. For
the above reasons, Weedhopper supports

a weight 1imit of 220 1bs. which would be
consistent with the basic premise as
stated in the FAAR notice. The ultimate
ruling by the FAA will be significantly
influenced by public comment from the
ultralight aviation community -~ that's
youl We urge you to send a letter to the
FAA stating your position on the NPRM.
Please send vour comments in duplicate to:

FEDERAL AYIATION ADMINISTRATLION
OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL

ac0 INDEPENDENRCE AVENUE 5K
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20591

A11 coments must be received before
dovember 25, 1931, and must be sent
in duplicate. -
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